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Law and Policy Relating to the Oversea Chineses in the Reign of

King Rama V (2411 - 2453 B.E.)
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Abstract

Tha oversea ehinese are the group of Chinese people who had immi@rated and settled
down in the Kingdem of Siam since theancienttime 2nd the number had inctedsed more from
early Rattanakosin Perod until the reign of King Rama V

This rasearch presents the policles relating the.oversea Chineses in the reign of King
Rama V which are the onesarising from the effect of the extra - territorial and being the subject
of the western countries, the policy of national freatment which provided freedom i trade and
seftlermnent in the kingdom, the promation of Chinese's status and the nationalization, the gradual
policy change and supgort in'spme situations inwhich His Majesty the King could not abolish
social activites immediatelysuch as gambhing, lottery and ppium addiction. The policy on the
security and public order, to suppress the Chinese's secrat snciety offences and crime, are also
established. The Law relating the aversea Chinese's can be divided into 4 categories | ones
relating to commerce and occupation, security and public order, taxation and the general
declarations,

Thair effects to the Thai socisty were the acceptance of the Chinese intellectual things
by law, including their loyalty ta the Thai royal monarchy system and taking the kingdom as their
homeland. This led to the spread of urban community. The good economic effects can be said
to be the main income from collecting taxes ; however, the oversea Chinese's commercial

monopaly has influenced Thai domestic ecanomy since then. Furthermare |, the economic loss



|

caused by Thal people’s excessive expenses on gambling, '.'ﬂ-.l!E{?-Hﬂf_J ——
Besides, the King Rama V himself spent much of his budgel on the suppression of Chingse’s
secret suiely offences and crime.

Those KNG OF 18w 8ie BOIES GRSFad the Thsi il The Gisises CHinese a Shoar
benefits to ennance their relationship and live together peacefully, Based on the similar religion,
Ihe Thal and Chinese custom , culture . as well as their thoughis and belieis are almost the.

same: Most importantly, both Thai and éh'ﬂ&ﬁ'ﬁ'&ﬁﬂy T ———
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