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ABSTRACT

In the history of modern literature in Thailand, last century around 1940s-1950s, there
was a rise of the female writer group of Thai-Chinese literacy. “Nianlamei” was one of the
groups. She was a writer with representative style and unique artistic charm. She officially started
her literacy work in 1950s. Her works mostly depict the living conditions of Chinese who live in
Thailand especially images and characters of women. She used unique style and perspective to
observe their lives as well as used compassion feeling to depict the story of joys and sorrows of
those low class people being insulted and bullied. At the same time, also reveal the unfairness of
the society, vulgarity, and ignorance that can be found everywhere.

“Nianlamei” has created many wonderful female artistic images. Main ones are those
low class women being insulted and hurt. For example, in her works - “Hei La Chang”; a shop
owner’s wife — Mrs. Jiang who is kind hearted and diligent, finally suffers from unfair treatment
of her randy husband. “Hua Jie”; a group of prostitutes who are exploited and bullied etc.

In her novel, the cause of tragic images of women who have such miserable fates is their
lack of educational opportunities. Thus, this makes them suffer from unfair treatment and social
discrimination. They are vulnerable group having no ability to resist and no one gives them a
helping hand to help them escape from suffering and free them from pain. These images reflect
the writer’s angry complaint and intention to expose the injustice of society.

In addition, she also created “playing a dual role” female images. These images reflect
that in today’s society, the pattern of “Men are master outside, Women are master inside” has
already been broken. Women have strengthened their self-valued awareness. Also, they have

more freedom to choose.



From works of “Nianlamei”, variety of female images refracts variety of views on
women. From ancient times until the present, women are in passive position and are variously
restricted by traditional Confucianism. Those without knowledge low class women also have
traditional female concept, no ability to free themselves from chain of tragic fates. On the
contrary, knowledgeable women have more freedom and liberation female concept. Thus, they
have more decision-making power to change their own fates.

In Thai-Chinese literacy, “Nianlamei” is a very unique writer with remarkable
achievement. She used fine and smooth, realism creative method to create rich and distinctive
female images. These deeply impressive human characters have expressed the writer’s earnest
attention on fates of women in different classes and social positions of women. Her works
express deep sympathy to those tragic fates low class women, manifest the broad compassion and

strong sense of social responsibility possess the strong realistic implication.

Keywords: ‘“Nianlamei”, female image, dual role, low class women, female concept
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