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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled “Factors Influencing  Family Decision for Sending Members with
Disabilities to Public Welfare Department Residential Homes™ has the following objectives < 1)
to study factors influencing family decision for sending members with disabilities to Public
Welfare Department residential homes 2) to study the opinion of social workers on the advantages
and disadvantages for the families in sending their members with disabilities to residential
homes 3) to-suggest ways and means to help families having members with disabilities. The
samples consistof 220 families of people with disabilities | 120 of which sending their members
with disabilities 10 residendal homes and 100 athers receiving other services. Percentage, mean |
standard devistion and discriminate fusetion tquation are used for data analysis to determine
factors influencing family decision for sending members with disabilities 10 Public Welfare
Department residential homes, together with qualitativerdata gathered by interviewing 9 social
workers working in the residential homes and 6 in-depth case studies. Conclusions of the study
are as followed :

1. Factors mBluencing family decision

I} Factors concerning members with disabilities themselves - their zhility to help
themselves, type of disability and severity of disability.

2) Family factors - relationship with members with disabilities. need of facilities for
member with  disabilities. rights of families for public assistanec |, and the feeling that members

with disabilities are hurdensome.



3) Social suppori factors — social acceptance, access to information, and group

belonging. In addition, the main factors influencing family decision are family economic needs,
conflicts among family members, and the belief that residential home is safe and has someone 1o
lake care of them,

2. As for Social Worker opinions, the advantages of residential home are that people with
disabilities receive the four basic needs , appropriate rehabilitation, and participation in activitics
with other people with disabilities. The disadvantages are that they do not live with their families,
do not get inclusive care from the officers, and the resident homes are usually overcrowded.

3. The familics voice that ‘there should be comprehensive and widespread information
distribution in conununities and remole areas. Occupational services should be provided to
families which have fo take care of members with disabilities and cannot go out wark. In addition
to allowances given (o the ones with disabilities, their families should be entitled to ask for
occupational loan and have access to public residence by installment. There should be schools
and day care for people with disabilities in the communities.

The researcher comes to the conclusion that the family decision to send member with
disabilities to residential home will be decreased if people with disabilities and their families are
assisted and supported in certain aspects. Such measure will have a positive effect to the society

at large. It is suggested, therefore, that ways to help families having members with disabilities are

as followed :

Folicy Level Suggestions :

1} The government should promote positive attitude toward people with disabilities in
sociely.

2) There should be a comprehensive rehabilitation covering vocational, educational and
social rehabilitation services to respond to the real needs of people with disabilities.

3) Vocational training and employment opportunity should be provided to increase joh
placement for people with disabilities.

4) Welfare system should be created to enhance the quality of life of people with
disabilities physically, mentally , socially and spiritually.

5) Fundamental education for people with all types of disabilities should be provided

comprehensively with quality and equality,



6) Rescarch and project evaluation concerning people with disabilities should be

encouraged.

Operational Level Suggestions

1. Families should be educated to provide suitable care for people with disabilities.

2. Families should be strengthened to foster good relationships among members,

3. Residential homes should provide group therapy and counseling to families, and the
comumunity should play an important role in vecational rehabilitation and activities.

4. Community organizations should be educated to have understanding of people with
disabilities regardless of the degrees of severity.

It is recommended that topies for further investigation should be 1) Fami ly relationship
and its effeet upon_ potentiality rehabilitation of people with disabilities, 2) Quality of life of
people with disabilities in urban and rural areas, and 3) Independent living of people with

dizabilities in the Thai context,
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