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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the effected causes on grade point average
(GPA) decreasing from the 1" semester to 2™ semester of I.D. 50 students in the department of
Occupational health and safety and Environmental health, faculty of Public Health and
Environment, Huachiew Chalermprakiet University (HCU) in the year 2007. The questionair has
3 topics which are private problem, higher-order thinking and intentional study behavior which
have reliability equal to 0.63, 0.73 and 0.91 respectively. The data collected from 121 samples by

retrospective method then analyzed as percentage, standard diviation and Chi-Square.

The results of study showed that 104 samples (86.0%) got decreasing GPA. Personal
data, privated problem level, higher-order thinking level and intentional study behavior level did
not correlate with the decreasing GPA at 0.05 significant levels. The three possible reason caused
decreasing GPA should be as followed 1) the samples lacked scientific skill and basic knowledge
on Mathematics and Chemistry of which grade these subjects got were C+ and C, 2) the grade
determination of the subjects, which was determined by the range of scores of the students from
the faculty of Medical Technology, the faculty of Physical Therapy and the faculty of Pharmacy.
Moreover, the students of these faculties had GPAs in high school higher than the samples and 3)

the samples had to study more specific subjects in the 2™ semester than the 1" semester and the



samples had to participate the activities continuosly. The intentional study behavior such as
attending practicing classes, following professional news and searching data in the library during
free time related to the GPA decreasing in 2" semester compared to 1" semester at 0.05
significant levels. The findings suggestions were to provide basic knowledge adjustment course

for the samples before the beginning of 1" semester and to support more self-study behavior.
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