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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive research were to study of personal factors , university
environment , self-directed learning readiness and professional knowledge of nursing
students and the relation of these factors to the prediction of professional knowledge .
The subjects consisted of 413 nursing students of the 1-3 years in 2006 of the Faculty of
Nursing , Huachiew Chalermprakiet University. Research instruments were 1) questionnaires
about personal factors , university environment and their self-directed learning readiness
and 2) the professional knowledge tests for each class of nursing students. The reliability of
the questionnaires test by Alpha Chronbach Coefficient were at .952 , KR-20 of the tests
were .699 .744 and .648 respectively . Data were analyzed by using the Pearson’s Product

Moment Correlation and Multiple Correlation and Regression. The results showed that :

1. The three classes of nursing students were mostly standed in the range of the

cumulative GPA 2.51 —2.99.



The total mean scores of professional attitude , university environment (instructors ,
friends , physical environment) self-directed learning readiness were at high level in
the three classes of nursing students

The total mean score of professional knowledge of the three classes of nursing
students were 50.77 and found that the mean score of the third year student was
highest .

. The cumulative GPA and the university environment were found to be statistically
significant related to the professional knowledge of nursing students at .01. The
cumulative GPA was moderately positive relation but the university environment
was slightly negative relation to the professional knowledge of the nursing students .
(r=.565 and r= .173 respectively )

When using the stepwise multiple regression model in order to predict the

professional knowledge of nursing students , it was found that the cumulative GPA

could predict the professional knowledge of the nursing students at 31.80 percent

with statistic significant at .01
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