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The Gratitude of Chinese as Reflected through A Chinese Funeral Rituals :

A Case Study of the Hainanese Funeral Rituals in Thai Society
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Ahstract

This study. A Case Study of Hainanese Funeral Rituals in Thai Seciety, examined
attitudes relating to gratitude among the ethnic Chinese, as reflecied in their funeral
rituals. [t was qualitative research drawn from both documentation and practical
observation in the field. The purpose of this study was to broaden understanding ol the
concepts, ideas, and visions of the ethnic Chinese through an analysis of Hainanese
funeral rituals. The instriument used in the study was participatory observation by
experienced persons, deacons and laymen involved in the aetivities and rituals, ineluding
the participants in the rituals.

The results revealed that Hainanese funeral rituals in Thai society reflected a
mental attitude of appreciation and respect toward the deceased. This is demonstrated by
both the clothing traditionally worn by the participants during the funeral ceremony and
the customs and rituals. especially the rituals to express atonement for the sins of the
deceased. A Chinese opera is performed to portray the life of the deceased. The opcera

illustrates the integration of the deceased’s pre- and post-death experience for the



deceased has encountered positive experiences following death. The empathy and warm

positive feelings generated during the opera help the survivors of the deceased feel
‘compensated for their bereavement.

However, the current trend is a decline in the role of the Hainanese funeral rituals
in ethnic Chinese-Thai society. This may possibly be because most ethnic Chinese live in
4 conventional. mainstream Thai environment. This environment increases their
‘involvement in the modern worldwide culture. Adoption of these rituals by appreciative
younger generations may be influential in developing their values and vision,
Observance of these rituals would also serve to strengthen family relationships.
Consequently, these relationships would improve the values and attitudes of individuals
who are too involved in the current materialistic civilization, and neglect mental attitudes

of appreciation and respect.
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