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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to explore the people’s opinion about situations
and the impact of ASEAN Community toward economic and social of Samutprakan Province,
to analyze the potential of strategic plan and the readiness of Samutprakan Province to
ASEAN Community. This study were quantitative and qualitative methodology and research
instruments were questionnaire, survey and interview used for data analysis. 266 samples
were selected from head of government offices, private sector, local government
administrators and 22 from interviewer participants. Descriptive statistics were generated
using frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The research results were
divided into 5 parts resulted from interview, survey and questionnaire, SWOT analysis, the
analysis of the impact and Samutprakan Province’s readiness to ASEAN Community.

The results of the study were as follows the Samutprakan Province’s people have
comprehended ASEAN Community with an average mean of 3.06 understand the purpose of
ASEAN Community with an excessive mean of 3.24 understand of benefit and negative
impacts from AEC with an average mean of 3.13 and excessive mean of 3.56 how an
importance of information and the benefits opportunity trading with foreign countries with
mean of 3.53 and with excessive mean of 3.69 in the expansion of tourist business lead to
growth in provincial incomes. The opposite side revealed that the government lacked of
supporting and promoting mechanism to AEC with the mean of 3.66 and the results of small
and medium enterprise (SMEs) inefficiency competitive from foreign investors with the mean
of 3.22.

The research results indicated that the information was performed in accordance
with interview and survey about the potential of Samutprakan province’s readiness toward
AEC with the increasing of foreign investors because of skill labor advantage, modernize
infrastructure and transportation meanwhile the province confronted to the disadvantage of
commercial competitive from foreign countries with have skill manpower and high

technology, besides lower price of goods from neighbor countries will have more market



J
share impact to SMEs, especially in “One Tambon One Product”, increasing of economic
crime, people smuggling, trafficking in persons, conflict between ethnics groups besides
foreign culture will threat local identity cultural weakness lead to family’s problem that the
government must be strong in public relation to let Samutprakan Province’s people aware
of ASEAN Community’s impact and to enhance new generation more language skill and

profound knowledge in the membership of ASEAN Community’s culture.
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