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WAYS OF LIFE OF THAI RESIDENTS IN KUNMING CITY, YUNNAN PROVINCE IN
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

TANG FULIN
Master of Arts (Communication in Thai as a Second Language)

Thesis Advisors: Dr. Patcharin Buranakorn

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study ways of life and analyze problems and solutions in
adjustment of Thai residents in Kunming City in Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of China.
Research methodologies include documentary and field studies. Thirty Thai residents,
including Thai students; Thai lecturers; Thai food shop owners; and Thai women married
Chinese men, in Kunming City were in-depth interviewed. Research findings are reported as

a descriptive analysis.

The research finds 1) six aspects of Thai ways of life in Kunming City, including
language; residence; food; clothing; medical treatment; and profession. Some Thai
residents in Kunming City have adjusted their ways of living, yet some aspects, especially
language and food, are originally conserved. 2) Thai - Chinese cultures, Thai residents in
Kunming City would go to temples on Buddhist or Thai festival days; they normally chant
before going to bed. For special festivals like Songkran and Loykratong, most Thai residents
would joy the celebrations held by universities or the consulate. For Chinese important
festivals like Chinese New Year; Ching Ming; Duan Wu; Zhong Qiu; and wedding, Thai
residents in Kunming City also participate as usual. Regarding to problems and solutions of
adjustment, five areas are noted, including daily living; climate; transportation; economy;
and values. These factors cause problems and sufferings, both physical and mental, for
Thai residents in the beginning. However, later on their persistence and adjustment help
solve the problems. By learning Chinese language; creating friendship with Chinese people;
and facing problems with positive views eventually assist Thai residents to survive in

Kunming City.

Keywords: ways of life, Thai residents in Kunming City, Thai — Chinese culture
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