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ELEMENTS AND CONFLICT IN THE DETECTIVE NOVELS OF PRAPT

LI RUIYAN 646006
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATION THAI' AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORS: RUCHANEEPORN SRIRUKSA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze story elements, conflicts and their unravelling in
the detective novels of Prapt. Five novels, awarded and/or nominated for literary
awards, are studied, including Ga-hon-mahora-took; Ni-ras-mahun-nope; Home-dan;
Ling-pard-glon; and Asoak-sang.

Research findings focusing on seven elements are observed as the
following. 1) Exposition, suspicious events are narrated as exposition scenes in all five
novels studied; these attract curiosity of readers to the ending facts. 2) Story
development, three types are noted including chronological sequence; shifting
between the present and the past; and selected scenes presented according to their
distinction. 3) Climax, three main issues causing problems in the stories include lack
of love and understanding; hatred and imputation; and remote relationships between
family members.  4) Anti-climax, the villains and their motives are identified.
5) Resolutions, three types are found including a tragic ending; a twist ending; and an
ending with the unsolved problem. 6) Characters, three major types are found
including the detective; the assistant; and the villain. 7) Setting and atmosphere
attractively narrate actions of characters; environment; and scenes.

Relating to conflicts and their unravelling in studied novels of Prapt,
following aspects are found. 1) Three conflicts are noted, including a conflict between
characters; a conflict of the character against the society; and a mental conflict of the
character. 2) Five ways of unravelling conflicts are presented, including defeating;

cooperating; compromising; avoiding; and surrendering.

Keyword: detective novel, story elements, conflict, unravelling, Prapt
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