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REFLECTIONS OF THAI SOCIETY IN THAI NATIONAL BOOK FAIR
AWARDED NOVELS DURING 2017-2019

HUANG FANGHUA 626011
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai society, focusing on its
problems and solutions, in five novels awarded Thai National Book Fair Award, during
2017 - 2019. Research findings were reported as a descriptive analysis.

Four aspects of Thai society were reflected in the studied novels, as the
following. 1) Ways of life — rural houses mostly were wooden, while urban ones were
modern concrete buildings surrounded by high towers; most Thais preferred to cook
their own meals; their profession were varieties; and transportation was moderate.
2) Family — Thai family structure was patriarchal; most families raised more than one
child; relationships between family members were warm; adults properly culturalized
the young. 3) Moral — most Thais regarded diligence, gratefulness, tolerance, and
collaboration. 4) Culture — the majority of Thai was Buddhist, and the minority was
Islamist. Most traditions were religious related. Also, some beliefs, relating to spirits;
Karma; and the goddess of barges, were practiced.

For problems of Thai society, six areas were noticeable, relating to families;
crime; governmental officials; poverty; young adults; and environment. Solutions for
stated problems depended on all stakeholders. Family members, especially adults,
were responsible for their affairs. Police had to respond to all crime. Journalists could
disclose wrong practices of governmental officials. Each individual was responsible for
his own finance management. Lastly, governmental policies would solve the

environmental problems.

Keywords: reflections, Thai society, novels, Thai National Book Fair Award
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