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ABSTRACT

Many languages in the world can be roughly divided into tonal languages and non
- tonal languages according to whether there are tones. As we all know, Chinese
belongs to tone language. The acquisition of Chinese pronunciation is the basis of the
acquisition of Chinese as a second language. Chinese tone has a distinctive role.
Therefore, the acquisition of Chinese tone is the focus and difficulty of Chinese
pronunciation acquisition. Although both Thai and Chinese are tonal languages, the
tone values of the two languages are different. Combined with the working experience
of studying in Thailand and teaching Chinese to Thai students for many years, the
author found that for Thai students at the primary stage whose mother tongue is Thai,
they still need to re-learn a set of pitch patterns different from their native tone system,
so errors will inevitably occur when learning Chinese tones. In actual teaching, tone is
also the biggest difficulty in the whole phonetic learning of Thai foreign students. The
tone acquisition of students studying in the same classroom is also different. The tone
problem always exists in the whole process of Chinese acquisition. For Thai students
at the primary stage, if they do not correctly acquire Chinese tones, the problem of
"Thai accent and Thai tone" will inevitably arise. Therefore, the author believes that
teaching Chinese tones more effectively and accurately to second language learners is
an important task in Chinese phonetics teaching, especially in the early stage of
Chinese teaching.

Based on the previous research results, this paper synthesizes my many years of
teaching Chinese as a foreign language and the research results of Thai phonetics, and
compares and analyzes the similarities and differences between Chinese and Thai
tones. The Chinese tone teaching program for Thai international students in the first
stage, and through the teaching experiment, tested the effect of the tone teaching
program, and after a comprehensive evaluation of the experimental situation of
Chinese tone teaching, finally proposed a Chinese tone teaching strategy for Thai
international students in the primary stage.

Keywords: Primary stage, Thai students, Chinese tones, Acquisition bias,
Tone perception, Teaching strategies
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