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RESEARCH ON CLASSROOM HUMOR IN CHINESE CLASS OF PRIMARY
SCHOOL IN THAILAND : ACASE STUDY OF SINGAPORE
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF BANGKOK

Li Yuanli
Master of Arts (Teaching Chinese)
Thesis Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Pan Lihui

ABSTRACT

Humorous classroom can enhance students' learning interest and participation,
reduce students' tension, and promote the improvement of learning effect. Thai young
Chinese learners do not have a strong learning purpose and subjective will. The author
finds that in the context of Thai culture, there are few empirical studies on whether
humor can be applied to the Chinese classroom of Thai primary school students and
whether it can enhance students' learning interest. This paper mainly studies what kind
of humor will appear in Thai primary school classrooms. Why are these events
humorous? What are students' preferences and attitudes toward classroom humor?
And what are the functions of classroom humor?

Based on classroom observation and interviews with students, the author divides
classroom humor into seven types: Chinese writing humor, drawing humor, and verbal
humor. The generation mechanism of humor classroom includes language game
theory, script theory, incongruity theory and so on. It is found that students generally
like classroom humor, and these humorous events enhance the interest and
effectiveness of Chinese learning.

This study fills the gap in empirical research on Chinese classroom humor in
primary schools in Thailand, and provides some case references and inspiration for
teachers who are engaged in or will be engaged in Chinese teaching in Thailand in the
design of classroom humor teaching.

Keywords: Thai primary school, Classroom humor, Types of humor, Humor
generation mechanism
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