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CHINESE LANGUAGE CLASSROOM OF TSIS PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Master of Arts (Teaching Chinese)
Thesis Advisory Committee: Dr. Zhao Ming

ABSTRACT

The immersion method is a way of teaching a second language by creating a
complete target language environment for the students and immersing them in the
target language so that they can acquire the second language naturally. The author
introduces the immersion method into the Thai primary school Chinese classroom,
which focuses on all-round development, and investigates the practicality and
effectiveness of the method. Through this study, it is hoped that the teaching of
Chinese, especially the immersion method, can be improved to the benefit of the
students.

This study first provides an overview of immersion teaching and other related
contents based on the combing and analysis of existing theoretical results, and
provides a basis for the investigation and practice of the application of immersion
teaching method in Chinese language classrooms in Thai TSIS primary school.
Afterwards, the Chinese language classes in TSIS primary school were used as the
subject of the study. In addition to questionnaires, interviews and classroom
observations were also used to understand the application of the immersion method in
the Chinese language classes in TSIS, and to analyses the practicality and
effectiveness of the method in Chinese language classes. The study found that the
application of the immersion method in the Chinese language classrooms of TSIS
primary school in Thailand is to a certain extent beneficial to students' acquisition of
Chinese and promotes their progress in Chinese language skills. However, there is
still room for improvement in students' recognition of the immersion environment and
the creation of an authentic context. At the same time, the analysis revealed that the
key problems with the application of the immersion method in the Chinese language
classrooms of TSIS primary school in Thailand are three: firstly, the management of
the immersion classroom is not effective, secondly, the immersion environment is not
fully utilized, and thirdly, the immersion "real context" experience is lacking. Based
on the above findings, the study proposes strategies to improve the application of the
immersion method in TSIS primary school in Thailand: firstly, to understand the
characteristics of Thai students and focus on immersion classroom management.
Secondly, to optimize the creation of a "soft and hard" immersion environment.
Finally, we create the conditions for comprehensible input through
"contextualization”, so that students can acquire Chinese in an immersive and
authentic Chinese context.

Keywords: Immersion teaching method; Thailand; primary school; Chinese

classroom; application
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