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REFLECTIONS OF THAI SOCIETY IN WANKAEW AWARDED NOVELS FOR YOUNG ADULTS,
DURLING 2015-2018

HU QIUBO 626009
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: TEERACHOOT KERDKAEW, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai society, focusing on problems and
solutions, in nine novels for young adults awarded Wankaew Award, during 2015 - 2018. Research
findings were reported as a descriptive analysis.

Five aspects of Thai society were reflected in the studied novels, as the following. 1) Ways
of life — living in rural society was surrounded by rich nature; simple ways of life were close to the
nature, while urban lifestyles engaged with modern materials, rush, and high competitiveness. 2)
Relationships comprised of family blood relations; social and ethical roles relations; and fostering
relations between humans and pets, and humans and the nature. 3) Politic - conflicts between
old and young generations were shown. The elders were conformists, while the young required
liberation and good choices for themselves. 4) Culture — various aspects, including social manners;
traditions; beliefs; and Thai values, were reflected. 5) Moral, dealing with the self-sufficient
principle; cooperativeness; gratefulness; tolerance; and compassion were shown.

For problems and solutions, four areas were reflected, including: 1) Problems of teenagers
consisted of psycholosgical issues; addiction of online games; bullies among classmates; stealing;
drugs; and pregnancies in teenagers. Suggested solutions referred to warm relationships and joined
activities between parents and children. 2) Family problems included conflicts between husbands
and wives; spoiled children by the parents; poverty; and divorces. True understanding of the
couples before marriages; reasonable raising of children; sharing responsibilities of all family
members; and cultivation of honesty were suggested solutions for stated problems. 3) Economic
problems focused on poverty of the family. Cooperation of all family members in earning incomes;
decreasing expenses by making uses of the nature; and adding values to possessed properties were
proposed for solving mentioned economic problems. 4) Environmental problems included illegal
uses of forest; wild animals; and fishery. Promotion of forests and wild lives preservation in
adolescence and activities of bleeding and releasing aquatic animals to the sea were guided as the

solutions.

Keywords: reflections of Thai society, novel for young adults; Wankaew Award
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