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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the impact of AIDS and to study community
participation in preventing and solving AIDS problems. The study also includes the opinions of
community leaders and representatives of both government and non-governmental organizations on
these issues. This is a gualitative research wtilizing a semi — structure questionnaire , an in — depth
interview, participatory observation and participation in AIDS activitics. The respondents interviewed
are from five target groups : 23 from pecple with HIV or AIDS, is from family members of those with
HIV or AIDS, 21 from normal populaton, 17 from community leaders and 5 from government and
non — governmental organizations. Qualitative analysis was used. The presentation of finding are in
descriptive form.

Major findings :

1. AIDS affect both families and communities. Aids problems have led to the
decrease in the capability of the family to be self — reliant. People with AIDS are casting away,
discriminated against and received no help in their communities. The existence of people with HIV or
AIDS in community affect its image which impedes earning a living and investment in the community.

2. In terms of community participation in preventing and solving AlDS problems, the
study community has already adapt to live with those with AIDS and those with HIV. Despite the
existence of health and other organizations, people with AIDS and people with HIV are still suffering
from their physical and mental health problems. Therefore, they organized themselves as a “Ligth for

life group” to conduct activities which help lessen the pressure from their physical and mental health
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problems and to provide assistance to people suffering from AIDS in villages. This help strengthen
their standpoint and be of benefit to community. The rise of the AIDS problems in combination with
recognition of the “Light for life group™ results in increasing community’s consciousness of mutual
cooperation in preventing and solving AIDS problems. The Mae Fhag Mai Sub — District AIDS
Committee were appointed to deal with AIDS problems. This committee is a community — based
organization.

3. It is evident that factors appear to influence the communily participation in
preventing and solving AIDS problems are people with AIDS and community leaders, supports of both
knowledge and finance from govemment and non — governmental organizations, campaigns aiming at
consciousness and participation in AIDS activities based on community eulture and wisdom.

4. Regarding opinions of community leaders and representatives from government and
non — governmental organizations, it was found that youth and adolescence engaged in risky behaviors
using drugs and those with AIDS or HIV are fear to disclose themselves as having AIDS or HIV but
need advises and help from their community, Therefore, it is suggested that the telephone counselling
services, youth camp, e¢entre for children who are affected from AIDS and networks with other
communities are essential.

Recommendations |

|. Campaign$ to raise consciousness and participation in AIDS acbivities among
schools and temples in villages should be done inaddiien to those normally done through village
amplifier.

2. Understanding and trust should be built up to encourage those with AIDS or HIV to
disclose themselves so community can render help to them. The dissemination of information about
AIDS activities to other villages should be done through village committee, temples and schools.

3. AIDS centre in the community for children affected from AIDS should be
established. There should be volunteers who acquire knowledge in child care from the Department of
Public Welfare and Ministry of Public Health. The expenses for volunteers should be paid by the Sub —
Distriet Administrative Organization. Village temples and schools should be involved in canng for

children in AIDS centre.
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4, To extend the prevention and solution of AIDS problems and to keep it up for a
long run, community should build up networds with other communities and should also prepare its
members to be able to prevent and solve AIDS problems.

5. To build up networks for well — being community by the whollistic health and
community culture activities in memorial days, compete successful persons and families and invite
leaders of government and non — governmental organizations also includes district politicians to preside
at those ceremonies are essential.

6. Both govermment and mon — governmental organizations concerning socio —
ecoinomic development should cooperate in enhancing community’s potential in preventing and
solving AIDS problems through knowledge and financial supporis. These organizations should also

change their role from dictator to supervisor in order to facilitate leaning process and to develop strong

community.
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