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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study poverty reduction amengst ethnic groups in
Salavan Province, People's Demaoeratic Republic of Lans (Lao PDR); the mole of Village Focus
International (VFI) as a non-governmental orgamization in poverty reduction for ethnic groups in
the Lao PDR ; and to identify guidelines that will strengthen the role of Willage Focus
International {VFI) in its efforts to achieve poverty reduction for ethnic groups in the Lao POR.

This research found that ethnie groups in the research areas were living under conditions
of considerable poverty., For example, in the districts of Lae Ngam and Salavan, only 50% of
households had enough mee for houschald consumption for & months of the year. In Ta Oi and
Samuoi districts, 68% of households had enough rice for 6 months of household consumption and
31% of households had enough rice only for 3 months a vear. In addition, many ethnic people
suffered from illnesses such as malaria. In certain years, they experienced diarrhea at endemic
levels, MNone of the villages had latnines and many village people consumed unclean water from
ponds and streams, The villagers lacked adequate knowledge on healthcare. Women had many
children and had no access to information about family planning techniques. Children under §
were malnourished, Villages had neither schools nor teachers so the majonity of children never
received an education Villagers followed animistic religions belief systems which forbade women
o give birth within village boundaries ; women had to go into forest alone to deliver which

resulted in high infant mortality rates.



Village Focus Intermational (VFI) is a non-governmental organisation implementing
integrated rural development activities aimed at achieving poverly reduction,  VFI's activities
cover both physical and intellectual aspects of rural development. There is a rale to provide
knowledge and training in order to facilitate behavioral change, particularly with repard to
detrimental religious beliefs, For agriculture activites, VFI provided materials and sceds so that
all families had sufficient rice to eat the whole year round, On sanitation and nutrition, it
provided knowledge on famuly planning and birth control, vaccinations, food hygiene and
promotion of latring usage. VFI played a part in building the capacity of village leaders so that
they would better understand development processes and 1ake part in both quantitative and
qualitative development work. It promoted gender equality and balanced participation of both
women and men in village planning. It supported villagers to take partin decision making durnng
meetings and activities that they themselves have initiated through participatory processes. VFI
promoted “preservation of indigenous cultures and community history. Cencemning the
environment, VFI supported provision of adequate waler resources for farming. On education, it
supported students to leam Lao language which resulted in improved literacy rates and increased
access to nformation

The tesearch concluded that VFL has played a significant role in poverty reduction and
improved livelihoods for ethnic groups in the Lao PDR.  However, the research also found that
progress in several areas was insufficient and improvement can be made to better address issues
such as sanitation, beliefs, birth centrol and income generation. Given the findings, the researcher
recommended that at policy level the government must provide for mare quality and convenient
social services lo cover areas inhabited by these ethnic groups. The government should upgrade
quality of education and provision of knowledge regarding opportunities to improve livelihoods.
The povernment should provide development alternatives for ethnic groups to facilitate
indigenous leadership and self-help. This can be achieved by promoting indigenous wisdom and
cultural pride in unison with modemn technologies relevant to the way of life of ethme
communities. At practical level, there should be a clear process or steps explaiming new activities
or interventions to foster better understanding amongst villagers. Villagers must be able to

appreciate that simple welfare is conducive to dependence and does not enable them to develop
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the capacity to solve their own problems. Both public sector and non-governmental orgamzations
should cooperate to broaden perspectives on poverly by cncouraging each ethnie aroup and
community to take part in the identification of their own specific poverty issues. VF1 should
work more with efhinic youth as they represent the new generation and are more receptive fo
positive behavioral change. As for guidelines to strengthen the role of VFI in poverly reduction
for ethnic groups in Salavan Province of the Lao PDR, there should be a move away from welfare
activities and an increased focus on empowerment of ethnic groups by supporting their
participation in planning and implementation of develapment activiies.  There must also be a
level of local investment, however minimal, as it promotes lecal participation and ownership over
development activities addressing poverty issues. In addition, attention must be given to
appropriate adaption of selected detrimental animistic beliefs of ethme groups, which weaken
their potential. Motivating increased participation and adaptation of select animistic heliels
would empower ethnic groups to betler address poverty issues by themselves without excessively
depending on external assistance.

Concerning recommendation for future inquiry ; there should be research on guidelines
for poverty reduction amongst differing ethnic groups across the country due to their unique
characteristics of beliefs, cultures, traditions as well as economic and social contexts. Such
research should suggest guidelines for poverty reduction and development that is disunetly

relevant to each cthnie group.
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