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ABSTRACT

he objective of this study, A Study on Faclors Related to Legal and lllegal Marriage :
A Case Study on Labours in Laem Chabang Industrial Estate, Chonburi Province, is to study
patterns of marriage, relationship of factors prior to marriage, factors relating to choice of
snpouse, altitude toward marriage of labours with different patterns of marriage. The target
sample were 300 workers who worked in factories in Laem Chabang Industrial Estate. Data
was collected by guestionnaires and anailyzed by computer software SPSS/PC .

The tindings found that most of the samples were females. The groups with illegal
marriage married at average age lower than those with legal marriage and had shorter time of
dalting than the legal ones. In terms of support from significant persons, the legal marriage
group gained higher support from parents. While the illegal marriage group was allowed to
make their own decision. Considering attiiudes toward marriage, the legal marnage group
had a contemporary attitude that ; afler marriage, husbands and wives were being friends
wilh equal rights. The non-legal marriage group had more conservative opinion; for examgple,
considering an auspicious tming for marriage or husband earning money while wife doing

nousehald chores.



Considering the chcice of spouse, the legal marriage group made their choica based
on similarity of attitudes, followed by similarity of social status. The iflegal group make their
cheice based on physical attraction. In terms of criteria for couple selection, the legal group
made lheir choice based on love and understanding of each other. The illegal group made
their choice based on gooad behavior and habits, For marriage reasons due to physical
oroximity, the legal group used living near each other while the illegal group used work
working at the same place.

From the study above, the researcher has recommendations for choice of spouse,
attitude toward marriage of workers in industry, Companies or organizalions should educate
workers on choice of spouse and marmriage. This is to help workers to make the right choice
and to achieve a contemporary marriage based cn friendship and equality. This will result in

a higher leve! of satisfaction and stability in marriage.
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