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Knowledge and Safety Behaviors of Garbage Collectors:

A Case Study of Bang Phli Subdistrict Administrative Organization

in Samut Prakan Province
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Abstract

This was a cross-sectional descriptive research, aimed to study knowledge and safety behavior of
100 garbage collectors of sub-district administration organization, Bang Phli District, Samut Prakan

Province. Data was collected using questionnaires. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the
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data and used Chi-Square to test the relationship between the studied variables. The results of
the study showed that most of the garbage collection workers (95.00 percent) were males, 5.00
percent females, 64.00 percent were older than 40 and the average age was 42.09 years, with an
average working age of 8.29 years, and 44 percent of them were temporary workers. The average
daily working time was 7.88 hours, the weight of the bin lifted on average 59.75 kg, 79% had no
congenital disease, and 74 percent had never been involved in an accident. While working, most
of the garbage collection workers 50.00% had a moderate level of safety knowledge and 81.00%
had good safety behavior. Personal factors related to safety behavior were age of garbage collector
over 40 years of age, behavior level at a good level (p-value <0.041) and employment status.
Garbage collector with employment status as permanent and temporary employees’s behavioral
level was at the (p-value <0.009) level, while the factors that did not correlate with the safety
behaviors were gender, age, work, personal disease, smoking, alcohol consumption, drinking energy
drinks, having an accident while working, and severity of the accident. Knowledge factor was not

related to occupational safety behavior.
Keywords : Occupational Safety knowledge, Occupational safety behavior, garbage collectors
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