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Abstract

This research aims to study the history, development and structure of Thai textbooks
in People’s Republic of China from the beginning to the present. Mixed methods research have
been applied. Research findings show five periods of the textbooks, including 1) Pioneer period:
Ming Dynasty, when there was a Thai textbook on Translation entitled Xian-Luo-Guan-Yi-Yu, in
which vocabulary and royal letters about tributes offering were specified. 2) Donation period: the
Sino-Japanese War period. Then, in the School of Eastern Languages Training, four textbooks of the
Thai department were offered and other teaching materials were chosen mainly on experiences of
the teachers. 3) Beginning period. During this time, no Thai textbook were applied; teachers set
their own syllabi with focus on Chinese politics. 4) Beijing period. Two universities in Beijing
created two sets, including eight volumes, of systematic textbooks, in which more Thai contents

were added, for learning Thai. 5) Expanding period, the cradle for Thai textbooks has been moved
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from the north to the south, Producing more than one hundred Thai textbooks covering a even

broader range of contents: literature; culture, trading, and economy.

Keyword : Thai textbooks, learning and teaching Thai in PRC, history and development
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