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ABSTRACT

This research aimed tofind out mistakes inThai writing, word usage and
sentence structure levels, ofundergraduate Chinese students of
HuachiewChalermprakiet University in 2017 academic year in order to trace to their
causes.

The findings were as the following. Four aspects of mistakes in the word
usage level were: 1) using wrong words; 2) incorrect orthography; 3) wrong spacing;
and 4) wrong punctuations. Mistakes in using wrong words included using incorrect
parts of speech; using wrong meaning words; and using informal words in writing. For
incorrect orthography, mistakes were found inall three elements of a word,
consonants; vowels; and intonation marks. Incorrect word orders and misspelling of
voiceless alphabets were also found. Two wrong spacing were noted, which were
spacing between a syllable and between a word.Three wrong punctuations included
wrong using of the hyphen, the period and the repeating word marks.For the
sentence structure level, three types of sentences were studied, including 1) basic
structural sentences; 2) communicative sentences; and 3) composing sentences.
Mistakes in using incorrect word orders and incomplete sentences were found in
basic structural sentences writing. For communicative sentences, unclear sentences;
redundant words; and wrong spacing were mistakes found. Two main mistakes in
composing sentences included inconsistent word usage and mixing levels of
language.

From group discussion between students and lecturers, problems in Thai

writing of Chinese students were traced to four main causes, includingl) insufficient



knowledge in structures of Thai language; 2) incorrect pronunciation; 3) influence
from students’ first language, Chinese, in memorizing definition of words; and 4)
inefficient electronic sources of knowledge that students mostly relied on.Suggested
solutions noted from the research were: knowledge of structures of Thai language
and vocabulary were necessary for students;efficient teaching materials and writing
exercises and feedbacks from lecturers were required; andcore-courses of structures

of Thai language and Thai writing could form sufficient basis for the students.
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