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ABSTRACT

Samutprakarn is an important city situated on the delta of Chaopraya River. It was of
great economic importance since ancient time because it served as a resting spot for ships
to transport their goods to sell in Ayutthaya and Bangkok. Therefore, this city was very
important and highly developed even before it was made into Samutprakarn province. Many
Chinese people who made Paknam their home back in the days created a total of 3 small
Chinese cities in Paknam sub district. As for Chinese communities in other districts in the
province, the Chinese vegetarian hall or shrine would act as the centers of the communities.

Religious beliefs of Chinese people in Thailand were brought over from their
homeland. When they moved to Samutprakarn, those beliefs were clearly displayed by
having Chinese vegetarian halls or shrines in every community. As for their religious belief,
even if it was the “San jiao” (Z#) style (meaning a mixture of Buddhism, Taoism and
Confucianism) which started during the Yuan dynasty and later spread to the southern
region of China and thus had an effect on Chinese diaspora, the Chinese vegetarian halls
and shrines in Samutprakarn did not display a clear “San jiao”style if the worship statues
were taken into account , because some vegetarian halls are mixed with Thai belief .Rather,
religious practices of the Chinese vegetarian halls and shrines showed that no Chinese
vegetarian hall was strictly following the “San jiao”, but there are some vegetarian halls
following Mahayana Buddhism and some is mixed with Taoism.

Keywords: Chinese people in Samutprakarn, belief, Chinese vegetarian hall
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neRs wagrmiusnnaniiuiidnlumanievemmumanmiss vanlfidunfadeuasyiinisén
uwnufismIusniieusazenidunnads sewiveSanmssudl 18 wasseuluedanassuil 19 dawlng
¢dsauguegludledinend (G.wiliam Skinner ; 1958: 4-5) lutsfinszidngisuyituasessied
(A..1767-1782) frensiinszesdnsaiioasiuudds Fedvniuuddensmdrununn wagenaiu
uiAaldsunaiFenaud “Jumans” Royal Chinese) ¥1a3uudilugaduldsuavdfimannune
yafiunsdn Jadummlienniuudionemdiginesiuauan Tusasiivniusnifeuisiuuan
fovas lusgnireturniiusnnuar v daudifaasidumadilnesuds fdumadunsium
gy (GWilliam Skinner ; 1958: 5) luadonszidngasuyd Suaueniduenemifinsuiudy
uniflewfieuiuagosuniad 1 Tugas Un.a.1825 (n.a.2368) fdrmauvniduda 230,000 Ay wazanly

Y A./.1850 (W.71.2393) Ty1uswemdiunduduiu 300,000 Al (G.William Skinner ; 1958: 4)
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nsaaaziud Iy Aululsenalne Ggaadedungliiuinsvalniamdninuseunainagiud
¥173unnde 15,000,000 AU Faududnnuiiinasiuaiandusienn insusy (e, 2455) na1nds
nsUszananstin Wusuuiigaiuernduas Ssnsaensaiienatuegfusiuaumiduiian
ueaiuuauLImnaesay axdaulimadonieeu wdnhunasuidusiay Tnsdoiiaasauds am
Juildununilsludvesssnnsvesnsanm « uagdelnannislomanoenly daduideanaseniiu
wngRamnssy wdesiynuaziuafanislssddn Faduivinlivniuenewlusgsauiumamnn ui
QiR wazuUeRa uenandus s iuarianadusiuauassuun (G Willlam Skinner ; 1957 -
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Tnundnauniandslnedusiuiuninlugimenssy 1880 salladfnIun1s19919a194

M19197 5.1 Msthunaensnduauaivlinndingamn o auduiinvasganinsdulugig
U A.A.1882-1917 (W.A.2425-2460)

%49a5le NI nlnlan
\ndesed e | wdedel 594
Wavnun
A.A. 1882-1892 8,382 92,196 1,186 13,047
(W.A. 2425-2435)
A.A. 1893-1905 20,483 266,278 | 4,979
(W.A. 2436-2448) 64,724
A.A. 1906-1917 48,538 582,456
(W.@. 2449-2460) 8,796
105,548
394 940,930 183,319

ﬁu'l : China Trade Returns,1882-1917; Chinese Customs Decennial Reports,1892-1901,1901-
1911,1912-1921 Tu G. William Skinner ; 1957 : Table 1
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Faiu nsnamfeuaudsssnsridulugusntuiuagniunusinusniuluagmsynmsly
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uAnnsAnUsEanalasThisazanysaivesle.a. 1904 (w.A.2447) fie 185,000 AU TIUTEYINT
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Useina (3 Faidou afuiued Jeu wssd dnswadng wazanzwla ; 2529 : 73) uaglusiuiudingn
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2.Second degree 22 16
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5.Fifth degree 46 34

6.Sixth  degree (Least Thai) 17 13
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