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A Study of the System of the Semantic Shift in Chinese and Thai
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Abstract

This article is the study of system of the Semantic shift in Chinese and Thai by
investigating of the meaning of monosyllabic verbs frequently used in Modern Chinese
Dictionary and The Royal institute Dictionary and The patterns similarities and differences of

semantic shift of the verb were analyzed. The relationship of the old and new meanings
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including the factors that affect the meaning of the verbs in Chinese and Thai were also
investigated.

It was found that the meaning of verbs in Chinese and Thai are alike and different. The
similarity that the verbs in Chinese and Thai share in common is the general meaning, when the
semantic shift occurred, the meaning of the verbs may be changed to one or various meanings.
These depend on thought patterns of people, lifestyle, faith, religion, history and social

environment in different nationality.

Keywords: Comparison, Semantic shift, Chinese and Thai
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