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Big Dipper belief and Thai-Chinese belief ritual of

“Nine Emperor's Fast days”
wE
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Abstract: August 30th to September 9th of the Chinese old calendar, this ten days are the famous
festival “Nine Emperor's Fast days” in Thailand. Although this festival has very unique folk-custom
and rituals, some of this rituals have already not be found in China, this festival originated from
Chinese Big Dipper belief. “Nine Emperor's Fast days” is Chinese indigenous Daoism abstaining from
meat and festival custom and rituals. “Nine Emperor's Fast days” in Thailand is different from in
China, it had more Buddhism color, the festival custom and rituals of Nine Emperor's Fast days” have
some changes, because the Buddhism atmosphere of Thailand and immigrants' cultural memory and
Folklore of late Ming and early Qing dynasty. All of these took shape the distinct ten days rituals
process of Nine Emperor's Fast days”.

Keywords: “Nine Emperor's Fast days”; Chinese Big Dipper belief; fast; immigrants' cultural

memory and Folklore; the ten days rituals process
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