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ABSTRACT

“Flipped Classroom” is an increasingly popular approach of classroom teaching
today. The teaching time is inverted in a flipped classroom. This teaching approach
transcends the constraints of time and space for teaching and learning. The teaching
process takes place before class and focuses more on active learning of learners. This
article presents the systematic instructional design of the overall knowledge, for foreign
students in elementary education with “Flipped Classroom” approach through using
Thai students in the primary school as a study case. This helps students establish the
knowledge of Chinese strokes and order, character components and the structures of
Chinese characters, the origins and principles of formation of Chinese characters. The
students themselves have to complete tasks actively before the class time and the
learning of Chinese characters will be reinforced through activities during the class
time. It is aimed to enhance the interest of the students in learning Chinese characters by
changing from being a passive learner to an active learner. This increases efficiency and
quality of teaching Chinese characters.

This article begins with introducing the current state of research on teaching
Chinese characters for foreigners, its background, teaching problems and the application
of Flipped Classroom approach in the field of teaching Chinese characters for foreigners
at present. Then the possibility of utilizing this approach in teaching Chinese characters
for foreigners is analyzed through the introduction of the characteristics and theoretical
foundations of the Flipped Classroom approach. Besides, the target audience in teaching

and learning is analyzed, and the teaching content is also set up with the three main



teaching methods, namely, method of learning Chinese character through Pinyin,
method of learning Chinese character through analyzing character components, and
method of learning Chinese character through the principles of formation of Chinese
Characters.

In the part of instructional design, the researcher divided it into two parts: before
class time and during class time where the fundamental strokes, the components, the
structures, the principles of formation of Chinese characters, and the complete
characters are focused by using examples from the contents for teaching Chinese
characters from the subject school. The corresponding activities for the classroom are
designed. Clip videos, worksheets and classroom exercises and activities are created.

A comparative experiment is utilized in practical teaching and learning process. It
was set up by dividing Grade 3 classroom into (1) the experimental group where the
teaching and learning process through Flipped Classroom was applied and (2) the
control group where the traditional classroom for teaching and learning Chinese
character was conducted. Based on assessments, questionnaires and interviews, it can be
proven that teaching Chinese characters using “Flipped Classroom” approach could
deliver better outcomes. The last part of the research points out the problems of teachers
and students, and suggestions are provided in these three aspects including adjusting the
teaching style for teachers, establishing the standard for class management, and
exploring effective activities in the classroom.

This article illustrates the experiment for using "Flipped Classroom” for basic
Chinese characters instruction for foreign beginner learners in primary school. it also
can be used as a comparative study and reference for teaching Chinese characters for
foreigners. The researcher hopes that more professionals in the field will join to
research together to improve the application of “Flipped Classroom™ in teaching
Chinese characters.

Keywords: Flipped Classroom; Teaching Chinese characters; Thailand; Learning from
zero; Elementary education
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