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ABSTRACT

Chinese language for Temple Tourism refers to Chinese language that foreign tourists
may use while visiting temples in China and includes Chinese language used by personnel
who work in business related to the tourism of the Chinese people outside China. During the
review of research studies on Chinese language for tourism, the author found a large number
of studies on Chinese for tourism, but the researches of Chinese language for temple tourism
are still relatively few. To develop the language study with social trends, research of Chinese
language for temple tourism has become necessary.

This article aims to investigate the Chinese language used by Chinese tourists in Thai
temples. Since the temples that Chinese people often visit are ones of the main tourist
attractions and the culture and historical details inside the temples are narrated by specialized
audio description, this article, therefore, mainly focuses on Chinese language that is frequently
used within the temple, but the study does not include Chinese language related to culture and
history of temples. The article will study the teachings of Chinese language from “Chinese
Language for Temple Tourism” perspective. The target in this research were Thai students and
Chinese teachers at Wat Chakkrawat School, a bilingual Thai-Chinese school on Yaowarat
Road, officials and Chinese tourists mainly in Wat Pho, Wat Arun, and Wat Traimit. The study
was conducted through questionnaires, interviews and audio recordings to collect and
summarize the common points and differences between Chinese language taught in the school
and Chinese language frequently used in temple visiting, and analyze the relationship between
Chinese language for temple tourism and Chinese taught in the school. The author investigated
how Chinese language teachings would promote Thai temple tourism and how Thai temple
tourism would drive the development and application of Chinese language teachings in order
to know the lacks remaining in teaching Chinese language in this process and provide
effective suggestions for these insufficiencies.

This article consists of 4 parts. The first part is an introduction. It explains the importance
of Chinese language for temple tourism in teaching Chinese, elaborates the understanding of
the current situation and the development of Chinese language teachings in Thailand and
introduces the development status of Chinese language for tourism in Thailand. The second
part defines the vocabulary and phrases commonly used in temple trips of Chinese tourists,
temple staff and tour guides. The third part analyzes the relationship between the textbooks
used by the target school including the vocabulary and sentence patterns used in teaching
activities by Chinese teachers and the vocabulary and sentences that are often used in temple
trips as set out in the second part. The last part outlines how visiting Thai temples can drive
the development and application of Chinese language teachings, specifies the part that is still
lacking in teaching Chinese language in this process, and offers effective suggestions for
these missing parts. The research is aimed for Chinese teachers to develop the Chinese
language teachings, and to be a reference for temple officials in Thailand. It also offers a new
perspective to research studies for Chinese language teachings.

Keywords: Chinese language for Temple Tourism, Chinese teaching, Wat chakrawat school,
The Golden Buddha Temple
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