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Abstract

With the development of cross-cultural communication, an increasing number of Chinese literary
classics have been introduced into Chinese language teaching in Thailand. At the forefront of this trend
are naturally the Four Great Classical Novels of China. In addition to these, the works of many
renowned Chinese authors are also gaining popularity. In 2015, Thai Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
translated Lao She’s Teahouse into Thai and published it, and further adapted it into a stage play
performed in theaters. Lao She has garnered considerable admiration among young people in Thailand,
and around the same time, his other major work, Rickshaw Boy (Luotuo Xiangzi), also attracted the
attention of young audiences.

This study takes Lao She’s Rickshaw Boy and its Thai translation The Rickshaw Man as the
primary materials, focusing on the Chinese-Thai translation of idioms. By employing literature review,
statistical methods, and comparative analysis, the research explores the cultural differences and
similarities in expression reflected in the translation process. Furthermore, idiom instruction is
integrated into classroom practice through the development of relevant teaching plans. The goal is to
enhance students’ interest in learning idioms and improve the overall quality of Teaching Chinese as a
Foreign Language by incorporating literary works into the classroom.

Keywords: Cross-cultural Communication, Chinese-Thai Translation, Idiom Instruction, Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL)
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