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Abstract

As the earliest anthology of poetry in China, the Book of Songs has been widely disseminated
and cited since the pre-Qin period, giving rise to a well-established tradition of poetic citation
represented by historical texts such as the Zuo Zhuan, Guo Yu, and Strategies of the Warring States.
These citations reflect not only the close interrelation between literature, ritual music, politics, and
culture in pre-Qin society, but also laid the foundation for the development of classical education and
cultural transmission in later generations. This paper takes the phenomenon of Book of Songs citation
in pre-Qin literature as its core focus, offering an in-depth analysis of the citation features, methods,
and ideological implications found in the Zuo Zhuan, Guo Yu, Strategies of the Warring States, and the
writings of various pre-Qin philosophers. The Zuo Zhuan is characterized by expressing aspirations
through poetry and employing poetic metaphors for political commentary; Guo Yu emphasizes the
social function of ritual and musical education; Strategies of the Warring States highlights the use of
poetic lines in diplomatic and strategic discourse, while Confucian texts prioritize moral instruction and
aesthetic education.
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This tradition of citation contributed to the canonization and cultural authority of the Book of
Songs. The paper further explores the aesthetic educational thought in Confucian "poetic education™
during the pre-Qin period, as seen in Confucius's notion of being "inspired by poetry, established
through ritual, and perfected by music," Mencius's idea of “fullness constituting beauty,” and Xunzi’s
integration of propriety and music to regulate human emotions. These perspectives provide valuable
insights for contemporary international Chinese language education. Based on these findings, the paper
proposes that international Chinese teaching should emphasize the cultural connotations of classical
texts, adopt diversified and flexible teaching methods, and incorporate aesthetic education to cultivate
learners' cross-cultural perception and cultural sensitivity. This study thus reveals the historical
significance of literary transmission and intellectual development in the pre-Qin era, while offering both
theoretical guidance and practical strategies for innovation in the field of international Chinese language
education.

Keywords : The Book of Songs, Pre-Qin literature, aesthetic education, international Chinese
education; inspirational research
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