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AN ANALYSIS OF FOLKTALES OF THE BAI TRIBE IN DALI CITY, YUNNAN PROVINCE,
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

GAO XILAN 596077
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the folktales of the Bai tribe in Dali City, Yunnan
Province of People’s Republic of China, focusing on the content and reflections of the
society. 160 folktales published in Collections of Chinese Folktales (2013) were
selected to study.

The findings regarded to the content could be sorted into ten categories,
including: 1) Myths of creation; 2) Religious tales, called Benzhu and Goddess Guanyin;
3) Moral tales; 4) Magic and wonder tales; 5) Real life tales; 6) Tales of origin, dealing
with places, historical figures, and religious creations; 7) Pourquoi tales or “why” tales,
regarding animals, humans, beliefs, traditions, nature, and phenomena; 8) Beast tales,
including dragons, tigers, etc.; 9) Ghost tales; and 10) Humorous tales, showing
cleverness and dumbness of the Bai in daily life.

For the social reflections, data of six areas were found: 1) Simple life style,
resulting from the Bai’s natural habitats; 2) Primitive transportation, including horse
riding, sedan carrying, rowing boat, and walking; 3) Agricultural careers, like famers,
wood cutters, fishermen, and traders; 4) Values, regarding to diligence, bravery,
obedience to elders, match-making, and witty conducts; 5) Beliefs, relating to gods,
ghosts, laws of Karma, and dreams-related; and 6) Traditions, focusing on paying

respects to spirits, the third month festival, and the Raosanling festival.

Keywords: folktales, the Bai tribe, reflections
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