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BELIEFS AND RITES OF GUANYIN GODDESS OF THAI-CHINESE PEOPLE
IN YAOWARACH AREA

JING KAIYANG 606004
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SANGAROON KANOKPONGCHAI, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research had two main objectives, which were 1) to study the beliefs and rites
relating to Guanyin Goddess of Thai-Chinese people in Yaowarach area, and 2) to analyze
roles of the beliefs and rites relating to Guanyin Goddess to Thai society, particularly in
Yaowarach area. The study was a qualitative research focusing on interviewing participants
with the shrine of Guanyin Goddess, including worshippers and rites performers. Forty
informants were specifically selected. The findings, discussions and suggestions were
reported as a descriptive analysis.

The study found three Guanyin Goddess-related beliefs, which were: 1) Myth of
the goddess — it was believed that Guanyin Goddess was the gracious incarnation of the
Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, one of the four great Bodhisattvas according to Mahayana sect
of Buddhism, and also related to the folktale of Princess Meaw-san. 2) Holiness of the
goddess - it was believed that Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara presided of benevolence, which
included saving the sufferers; blessing prosperities; bestowing luck, charm, healing, safety,
and the birth of baby. And 3) prohibitions and practices dealing with the Guanyin Goddess.
For the rites relating to the goddess, according to three areas of study which were Wat
Mongkorngamalawas (Leng-nei-yee Temple);, Tianfa Foundation; and Wacharabodhisatan
Mongkoltan, two major rites were found. 1) Myth of the goddess-related rites, on three
memorial days yearly, including the goddess’ birthday; the enlighten day of the goddess;
and the ordination day of the goddess. And 2) Chinese festivals-related rites, on Chinese
New Year Day; the Full Moon Worship Day; and the Vegetarian Festival. Regarding to roles
of the Guanyin Goddess relating to rites and beliefs, four aspects were observed including
1) the role on individuals or worshipers of Guanyin Goddess, dealing with the physical and
the mental, behaviors, and knowledge of Mahayana Dharma. 2) The economic role,
particularly on commerce and tourism. 3) The social role, including the ethical promotion
and the central call for unity. And 4) the cultural role of spreading the Chinese culture

and promoting the Thai-Chinese relationships.

Keywords: beliefs, rites, Guanyin Goddess, Thai-Chinese people, roles
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