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Abstract

The-research on “ The Empowering of Persons with Disabilities Qrganizations to Reduce
Social Inequalities” aims to instill knowledge and skills amgcng researchers of persons with
disabiLitie’s.organizations helping them to conduct'a quality research. The participating
organizations work in & provinces include Chiang Rai, Nakhon Phanom, Roi-Et, Chonburi,
Nonthaburi and Bangkok. The researchers who are the target group consist of 46
researchers from persons with disabilities organizations, the organizations of parents of
persons with disabilities in local area‘inc'luding 15 academics from educational institutions,

state agencies and independent researchers.

The research employs Participatory Action Research by creating a learning process to instill
the research skills beginning from how to develop the research theme, main research
auestion, research hypothesis, scope of research, tools, data collection, data analysis,

reporting, and research paper writing respectively.

The research findings reveal that the participating researchers have gained more
knowledge, skills and are able to carry out a research based on their research topic
including able to apply the research findings to solve the problems they are facing. The
facilitating of learning process is an innovation process to empowering the persons with
disabilities and their parents to conduct research by themselves. It will help to reduce
social inequalities and enhance self-generated knowledge so that they do not have to

wait for knowledge generated by other researchers or academics who are not the persons
with disabilities.

In the long run, the persons with disabilities organizations and the organizations of parents
of persons with disabilities will be able to apply the knowledge learned from the research
to develop their own service center for persons with disabilities. This will certainly
contribute to solve the problems and obstacles that impeded the persons with

disabilities’ access to state services.

Based on the research findings, the research team recommends that the Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities (NEP) should use research process as a tool to empower

persons with disabilities organizations by” pack up action research in its strategy and
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research plan and use new research knowledge o increase quality of life and support
budget to service center for persons with disabilities including support budget to Thailand
Research Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Foundation (TRIP) to take
action by using research process to empower persons with disabilities organizations and
to reduce social inequality. The persons with disabilities organizations and the parents of
persons with disabilities organizations should use action research to strengthening their
organizations and increase body of knowledge to solve their 'problems. The Thai Research
Fund (TRF) should continue supporting research project of the persons with disabilities
organizations arid organizations of parents of persons with disabilities to increase their

researcher.

Key words: social inequalities reduction, action research, research knowledge and skill

empowerment
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