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URBAN THAI WAYS OF LIFE REFLECTED IN THE “WATANATHAM CHUPPANGTOD”
TELEVISION PROGRAM

ZHAO YANYAN 596073
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze Thai ways of life and solutions for social
problems presented in the Watanatham Chuppanstod television program, broadcasting
through Thai Public Broadcasting Service (Thai PBS) in 2013. Sixty-three episodes of
the program were studied.

Relating to Thai ways of life, it was found that 1) Thai society consisted of
citizens of various races and nationalities; department stores were spaces that Thai
people joyfully spent their time; homosexual love was progressively accepted in
families; private cars were popular used more than public transportation or bicycles
or walking; Thai people increasingly accessed modern technology, such as internet
or mobile games; pets were popularly kept and got a lot of affections; travelling was
an usual recreation; exercising was performed as a way of a healthy life; professions
were various and essential to the society; natural conservation was increasingly
a public concern. 2) Social values —most Thai people expected a sudden fortune,
so they preferred buying lotteries; also, the ability of accessing internet was one
current value. 3) Beliefs —fortunetelling and ghosts were two most found beliefs.
4) Taste —drinking coffee or tea and eating dessert were broadly popular. 5) Traditions —Thai
people liked giving alms to monks and prioritized the wedding ceremony.

Regarding to social problems, various issues were found, relating to family;
health; working; traffic jam; corruption; less reading; violence; internet addiction;
greed for money; elders; lacking of knowledge of democracy; high debts; and
poverty. Various solutions of the problems were proposed, for example cultivating
self-responsibility; promoting social assistance; preventing corruption; and creating

positive social mood.

Keywords: Thai ways of life, Urban life, social problem, Watanatham Chuppangtod

television program
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