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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study reflections of the Chinese-Thai big family in Thai novels in
order to analyze the roles of males and females in the family. The studied works are Lod-Lai-
Mungkorn (A Life of the Dragon), Dong-Doc-Mei (A Garden of Flowers), Mongkud-Doc-Som
(A Wreath of Lemon Blossoms), Kang-Tee-Trakoon-Song (The Song Brothers), Jodmai-Jak-
Meung-Thai (Letters from Thailand), Tayard-Pongpang (The Unexpected Heir), and Haujai-Ruk-
Grade-Refine (The Refined Heart).

The research found three major reflections of the Chinese-Thai big family in Thai novels,
which are: 1) the basic idea of holding a big family; 2) the different professions between the first
Chinese immigrants and the second Chinese generation born in Thailand, most of the former are
|aborers or traders, while the latter run their parental business or enter expected careers; and 3) the
practice of Chinese traditions in the daily routine, which most Chinese-Thais stick to.

Regarding the roles of males and females in the big family of Chinese-Thais, the studied
novels reflect distinctive roles. The paternal role of a male mainly involves cultivating children
and being a good role model for them. When in the role of a son, the major responsibility is
taking good care of the parents and practicing the family duties. As a hushand, a male is expected
to lead his family by earning sufficient for the living of every member. For the maternal role of a
female, the responsibilities are nursing the children, being a good role model, and cultivating the
young with basic morals. When being a daughter, a female is expected to be humble, obedient,
and grateful to the parents. As a wife, the major role of a female is delivering healthy children for
her husband’s family, supporting her spouse, running the household business, and paying respect
to the seniors in the family.
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