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ABSTRACT

“Four Reigns” by Kukrit Pramoj and “Moment in Peking” by Lin Yutang are renowned
literary works in modern literature of Thailand and China in sequence. These two works are
required reading literary works if one expects to understand modern history and culture of Thai
and Chinese. By using the theory of ethnology, linguistics, folklore, history, philology, religion,
and sociology would enable us to understand these two literary works correctly. Moreover,
parallel study in comparative literature was employed to compare traditional custom of China
and Thailand, which would result in better understanding modern history, culture, and people's
living standard of these two countries. Furthermore, it is meaningful for anglicizing common
cultural values of these two neighbours eastern country, which would promote cultural exchange,
deepen the contacts between the two countries.

Both of these two literary works have portrayed plenty of characters, and sickness and
death was the important part and parcel of the literary works, various traditional customs was
unfolded. At present, the studies in comparing these two navels are still rare. There is only a
study of Huagiao University’s graduate, named Li Xiaoxiao, who used to write about the female
characteristic in a comparison manner, but comparison on traditional values is so far not
available. This paper tried to compare, it hoped that the paper would broach the subject.
Through comparing adult ceremony custom, marriage customs, and funeral and sacrifice
customs of these two literary works, this paper aimed in analysis the differences and similarities
of China and Thailand, as well as the caused cause. Additionally, Thai traditions were
summarized from Thai literatures, then follow by the summary of traditions from Chinese

literatures, lastly compared them.

Keywords: Four Reigns, Moment in Peking, Traditional Custom of Thailand, Traditional

Custom of China
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