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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF MALE IMAGE IN “FOUR REIGNS”
OF M.R.KUKRIT PRAMOJ AND “FAMILY” OF BA JIN

NAN WONGKUM 524026
MASTER OF ARTS (Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WANG JIANSHE, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Bajin’s novel “The Family” is the first episode of his literary work known by
the name of “The Torrents Trilogy”. This novel is of literary realism style based on
the true incidents from the writer’s family. The novel portrayed stories mainly
occurred during the modern times in China with the May 4 Movement as
background. It describes the conflicts and opposite faces of ideology between the
old and the new. In the meantime, KukritPramoj’s novel “The Four Reigns” spanned
a much longer period of time. The leading character of the novel lived to witness
the rise and fall of four sovereign rulers. The story background is likewise focused on
the crossroads of old and new concepts during the time when social changes were
constantly happening. Although these two pieces of novels were written in different
periods of time; also, countries and social background of stories were not the same,
but both novels portrayed day to day livelihood of the noble families as well as
described the conceptual thinking and conflicts at the turn of social and historical
junction. As a result, by making analysis and comparisons between these two pieces
of literary work would be a logical exercise by which | would understand more
thoroughly the social changes and the replacement of old and new concepts in
varied periods in the history. Meanwhile, | would see more clearly the writers’
attitudes and viewpoints on social matters, and also perceive the living conditions of
the noble classes during social and historical evolutions while learning the similar
and different faces of the ideology changes.

This thesis has largely divided into three chapters with a view to make
comparative studies on the two mentioned novels. The first chapter separately
elaborates on the meaning of the historical contents and the conceptual creations of
the writers. The narrations of both novels on history and social conditions as well as
stories inside the novels have possessed obvious similarities. They both describe
social evolutions and changes of old and new concepts, with the exception that the
time span of “The Family” is relatively short while that of “The Four Reigns” is
comparatively longer. The second chapter deals with analysis and comparisons of
the leading male characters inside the two novels, pointing out the influences of
their different living environments, facing the same social and historical changes,
presenting different or similar ways of thinking, personal characters and married lives,
etc. The third chapter studies and elaborates on the language styles, the creation of
plots and the portrayal of main characters in the novels. Both novels share
similarities on language styles, but have got their own characteristics, too. The
language used in “The Family” is relatively simple but honest; gentle but solemn. It
has also employed some dialect expressions, adding an air of local uniqueness and a
taste of village dwelling. Likewise, the language style used by “The Four Reigns” is
also simple and honest. Although identical to that of “The Family”, it does not
contain florid phrases but its language style is rich with Thai traditional characteristics.
Plain and simple language style; simple and not superfluous language leaves a
profound impression to the general readers.

Keywords: M.R.Kukrit Pramoj, The Four Reigns, Bajin, The Family,
The image of male character
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