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Thesis Title A Comparative Study of Short Stories “Blessing” by Lu Xun And
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ABSTRACT

Lu Xun and Rabindranath Tagore were the great Modemn and contemporary writers of
China and India. This thesis using Lu Xun’s short story “Blessing” and “A woman’s letter” from
Rabindranath Tagore, to compare, study and analyze the tragedy of women from the two main

characters in their novels.

Lu Xun and Rabindranath Tagore spent their lives in different countries. They had their own
way of creating literature. Their works shown that the similarities and differences of social
environment; including the traditional values of the two countries are the main factor causing the
tragedy to lives of women in China and India.

Through his story Lu Xun analyzed lives of women in China; Siang Lin Sao is a woman
who lived under the feudalism. In her life, she was persecuted by feudal system and taught to
maintain ethics in feudalism. The reason that Siang Lin Sao had faced the tragic fate because she
believed in feudalism for decades and dared not fight against it. In the contrary, she had accepted the
power of the system over her. Rabindranath Tagore particularly detested feudalism in India. He
opposed religious bias, traditional marriage, caste system and backwardness of the India tradition. He
revealed the abject fate of women in India through Mulina’s story. At the same time he encouraged
women in India to fight for their own pursuit of happiness.

From a comparative study of “Blessing” and “A woman'’s letter”, We can see that women
living under feudal society in China and India were being treated as if they were slaves.

Coincidentally, Both Lu Xun and Rabindranath Tagore had shown their compassion and deeply




sympathy to the fate of the women in China and India. They awaked women to build up self
conscious and desire to obtain liberty. That is the reason why their novels have become invaluable

works to social and literary world.

Keywords : Lu Xun; Rabindranath Tagore; “Blessing”; “A woman’s letter”;

The image of the women in China and India
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