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ABSTRACT

It would be difficult to find out as to when the Chaozhou (now Chaoshan) ethnic group first
came to what we call Thailand today. If we do away with all tales and legends, and rely solely on
written records, in Ayudhaya Period, there were already Chaozhou ethnic settlements both in the
capital city and in its satellite town in the south such as Pattani. In the first place, the Fujian
people were the pioneering immigrants to venture overseas in search of fortune, the Chaozhou
and other southern dialect speaking people followed suit. However, in what is called Thailand
today, there was a relatively higher number of Chaozhou immigrants at the time compared to
other countries in South-east Asia. This has made a great impact on Thai society, economy and
politics for several hundred years, so much so that even a great deal of written records in the form
of classic literature and other literary works, since early Rattanakosin Dynasty until today, have
shown traces of Chaoshan dialect and culture, but often been misinterpreted as Chinese culture in
a broad sense.

This thesis would not go too far on history, but would rather emphasize on the ethnic
language (Chaozhou, now Chaoshan dialect) and folk traditions of the Chaozhou people which
could be spotted in Thai literature since the beginning of Rattanakosin Period. It would also
study overseas Chinese novels depicting stories of Chaozhou ethnic group from two Thai writers
with Chaozhou descent. Although, novels from these two writers have more or less been studied
before, but they were largely confined to Chinese culture in general. Previous studies appear not

to go deeper into the unique characteristic of Chaozhou (now Chaoshan) dialect and culture.



These two renowned writers are “Botan” (real name Supa Sirisingha) and “Yok Burapa” (real
name Chalerm Rongkapalin) of which the former have had three novels, namely “Letters from
Thailand”, “Before the Mist Faded” and “Bamboo by the Wind”, while the latter have shown two
novels, namely “Stay with Grandpa” and “Gratefulness and Affection”. These five novels are
rich with Chaoshan dialect and related culture allowing the writer of this thesis to go deeper in
making study and analysis to reflect the uniqueness of Chaoshan culture, not just generally
quoting as Chinese culture.

This thesis comprises three main chapters: the first chapter describes a brief account of the
migration of Chaozhou ethnic group, how they survive, and the fusion of Chinese and Thai
cultures; the second chapter narrates the background of the novel writers and their inheritance of
Chaoshan characteristics; and finally, the third chapter gives details about Chaoshan dialect
(previously Chaozhou), customs, traditional Chaozhou opera and moral etiquette as well as
religious beliefs among Chaozhou ethnic group. The innovation of this thesis lies on its deeper
studies into Chaoshan dialect and folk traditions prevailing in various novels to the extent of
correcting what have been misunderstood previously. In addition, it has also presented new
discoveries from the novels themselves, which would benefit academic circle and render positive

results to literary society.

Keywords : Overseas Chinese Literature; Chaoshan Culture; Botan; Yok Burapa
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