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THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF “HER CITY” AND “HOW LONG IS FOREVER”

BANJERD NGARMLERSKULWONGS 566045
MASTER OF ARTS (MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: LIU WENHUI, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Her City and How Long Is Forever are the masterpieces of the renowned
female writers Chili and Tiening. Princess Sirindorn of Thailand introduces these two
novels to Thai people by translating them into Thai language in order to let Thai
people understand the artistic literature and the current female novelists of China. In
fact, Princess Sirindorn has composed nearly one hundred Chinese poems and tens
of novels and proses. This implies that Her Royal Highness is an aficionado of the
Chinese literature.

Her City is a neo-realistic novel written by Chili. It describes the urban lifestyle
of the City of Wuhan, e.g. exoticism, history and geography. It expounds the changing
society of the Chinese culture by dramatizing the three feminine characters, i.e.
Fengchun, Mijie and Muma who conduct themselves in value and notion about the
Chinese women after the Reformation and Opening Period.

How Long Is Forever is composed by Tiening. This realistic novel tells the
story of the old Beijing’s Hutong (hutong means alley) and the ordinary Chinese
women who live in it, i.e. Baidasheng, Xidanxiaoliu and Xiufen. This femininity
discloses all the events and facets in hutong during the Reformation and Opening
Period.

Thanks to Her Royal Highness for translating the two novels for Her subjects,
Thai people, by comparatively studying or reading Her City and How Long Is Forever,
can understand the neo-realistic novels, the female status in the society, the

marriage and trendy value of the Chinese people.

Keywords: femininity, literature, consciousness, spirit, comparative study
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