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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research paper is to study the biography of Professor Major General
Momrajawong (M.R.) Kukrit Pramoj in terms of his Chinese ancestry and his ideology in writing.
We will see how his background and ideals helped this famous intellect to create numerous
outstanding works.  This Thesis will explore M.R. Kukrit's perspective involving politics,
economics, sociology and culture which are reflected in his novels, informal essays, articles and
translated works. In addition, this research will also study how his literature and wisdom have
benefited society in Thailand and other countries.

M.R. Kukrit was born on April 20, 1911, in a floating houseboat on the banks of the
Chaopraya River in Singburi Province. M.R. Kukrit was the Great Grandson of King Rama II of
the Chakri Dynasty (King Phra Phuttaloetla) and Chao Chom Umpar. His Chinese descent came
from his Great Grandmother, Chao Chom (the title for a sovereign's consort who was born of a
commoner) Umphar. She was a Chinese Lady that was born in “Lim Klan”, in the Fu Jian District
of China. She was brought to Thailand by her father when she was a child. Later her Father
presented her to the palace to perform as a classical dancer.

M.R. Kukrit's father was His Highness (Phra Worawong Ther Phra Ong Chao) Brigadier

General Prince Kamrop. This Prince was appointed to be the first Chief of Police in Thailand



during the reign of King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn). When he was young, M.R. Kukrit
attended the Wattana Wittaya Academy for his primary education and later attended the Suankularb
Wittayalai School for his elementary education. Being a person from an aristocratic family, he
traveled to England to study and obtain his Bachelor's Degree in Philosophy, Politics and
Economics (P.P.E.) at the Queen's College, Oxford University. Here his scholarly aura started to
shine and M.R. Kukrit obtained his Bachelors of Arts with Honors. He was the first Thai person to
ever receive an Honorable Degree from the faculty at Oxford University.

When he returned to Thailand M.R. Kukrit began his first career as a secretary and
consultant for the Revenue Department at the Ministry of Finance. After the second World War, he
established a daily and weekly newspaper which he called “Siamrath”. Since than, M.R. Kukrit
had adopted another role as a journalist. He wrote interesting articles every day to be published in
his newspapers. His various kinds of writing included; articles, poems, non-fiction, novels, and
translated Chinese novels (in English to Thai), informal essays, scripts for plays and reviews. His
vivid reviews contained a sense of humor combined with fierce sarcasms regardless of the subject
matter, either drama or politics.

M.R. Kukrit's poems were so popular, he received an honorary title of “The Master of
Poetry who utilized the most accurate poetic prosody”. Furthermore, he was regarded highly as a
very skilled writer for the 19th century generation. He was named a “National Artist” for literature
in 1985, and he received The Special Commemorative Prize of The Fukuoka Asian Culture Prizes
in 1990. In addition, M.R. Kukrit achieved the title of “Professor in Literature” from Thammasat
University. Some of his famous novels included; “Si Phaendin” (Four Reigns-was translated to
five languages), “Phai Daeng” (Red Bamboo) and “Jo Cho-Nayok Talordgarn” (Jo Cho-Forever
Prime Minister).

Not only well known for the role as the greatest author of this generation, M.R. Kukrit was
also very successful in his political en devours. He was appointed to be a Senator, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Thailand, Minister of many Ministries and eventually, M.R. Kukrit
held the glorious title of Thailand 13th Prime Minister in June of 1975. During his political career,
an important agenda of M.R. Kukrit was to re-establish the diplomatic relationship between

Thailand and China.



As proof that his political policy regarding China was successful, M.R. Kukrit was given a
remarkable opportunity to be a guest of China's most powerful Statesman, Mao Tse-Tung, the
President of China's Communist Party in 1975. That event was a historical one because M.R.
Kukrit was the very first Thai Prime Minister and the first Thai royal descendant to ever make a
formal visitation to China. It was written in history that the Chinese government arranged an
extraordinary welcome ceremony for him and his entourage. Because of this visit, the diplomatic
ties between the two countries were re-established and remain strong until present time.

M.R. Kukrit was a royalist that was very dedicated to, and served the royal monarchy his
entire life. Because of this, and despite never having served in the Royal Thai Military, in 1988 he
was given an honorary rank of “Major General”.

Method of research; this research will study M.R. Kukrit's famous literature in detail, in
order to understand his concepts, thoughts, wisdoms and even some turmoils caused by his writing.
This research will also analyze his thoughts regarding bureaucratic systems, democratic systems,
socialist systems and capitalist systems which existed in his writing. M.R. Kukrit was a man of
many talents, and proved himself to be a great politician, a successful writer, an expert in culture
and economics as well as many other areas. His life was interesting for people of generations who
wish to to learn from him and many regard him as their role model. Lastly and importantly, this
research will specifically study his biography as a Thai scholar with Chinese ancestry, who played a

significant role in Thai and Chinese literature and politics.

Key word : Ideology ; Writing ; Family background ; Political&Culture ; Society trust
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