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ANALYSIS ON HOMOSEXUALITY THROUGH LI BIHUA’S NOVEL
“FAREWELL TO MY CONCUBINE”
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Thesis Title Analysis on homosexuality through Li Bihua’s novel

“Farewell to My Concubine”
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Degree Master of Arts (M.A.)
Major Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Academic Year 2010

ABSTRACT

“Farewell to My Concubine”, the tragic novel, is one of the work from Li BiHua, famous
Hong Kong writer. This novel tells about love triangle amongst one woman and two men. One of
the male character encounters the ill fate, consequenced by old tradition, political & cultural
revolutions. With the face of beauty and effeminate refined figure, he has always been casted for
female role. Growing the confusion in himself between stage role and real life, he has the
sentimental love towards his Chinese opera senior co-actor, whom he has spent his life since he
entered opera clan.

Later, the senior marries with the lady, causing love triangle and conflict. In the addition
of political and culture revolution, the situation escalates and leads to betrayal and disclosure on
each other, ending with love tragedy.

Li BiHua deeply elaborates this tragedy about sexual preference transform and conflict
delicately. This mirrors the consequences of old thought and tradition.

Superficially, Chinese society seems not to have or having less the homosexual issues
than other countries. Because homosexual is a sensitive and controversial as well as secretive
towards Chinese sentiments.

Therefore, there is no many studies and research on this issue. Information on this issue
is rare and hardly available. Chinese homosexuals do not open themselves to public, and not even
speak their minds. Because Chinese society does not accept homosexuality, they also insults on

them. Exposure on homosexuality only reflects in the forms of novel and painting,




This study is comprised of three parts. Firstly, Analysis on the background of the novel
“Farewell to My Concubine” the author describes the fate of young man manipulated by
traditions effecting on his deviating mind, also with many other factors emphasizing on his
family, his background and society.

Secondly, Analysis on the expression, plot and characters. On the Psychology basis, this
study would analyze the thinking of the leading characters as well as driving factors of behaviors.

Thirdly, Analysis on values and impacts on society, the author tangles the characters with
performing arts and change of time, showing how the novel speaks to the society.

At present, homosexual society and its problem have been revealed through article, novel,
news and film so as to comprehend the problem and sympathize on homosexuality. However,
many people still have not much understanding of this problem. Therefore, the analysis on the
leading character in the novel “Farewell to my Concubine” base on world famous psychological

theory for the sake of well comprehension will be the success of the aim of this study.

Keywords : Li Bihua ; Farewell to My Concubine ; homosexual novel
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