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Thesis Title A Comparative Study of Chinese-Thai Proletariat Literature

By Mr. Vichan Siriganjanarojn
Identification No. 524036
Advisor Professor Xu Zong
Degree Master of Arts (M.A.)
Major Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Academic Year 2010
ABSTRACT

"Proletariat Literature” is a term given to the literature that depicts the story about the
struggle of working class people termed the proletariat against the ruling classes during times of
uprising & revolution. There is an outpouring of creative works to describe the unique character
of each battle and ideology adopted. This perspective of presentation was not only be seen in
China or Thailand but it has widely been published in earlier Russian writings e.g. titles; The
“Mother” written by Maxim Gorky, and “How The Steel Was Tempered” of Nikolai Ostrovsky.
These poetries are greatly impacted to the creation of Chinese and Thai “Proletariat Literature”
later on.

“Chinese Proletariat Literature” refers to literature that occurred principally in the period of
1950’s t01960°s. In general literary creations heavily influenced by under the main ideological
thinking of Karl Marx, Lenin and Mao Tse Tung under the prevailing circumstances termed.
Chinese “Proletariate Literature” is writing that reflects the development of the revolutionary
movement in each period of transition the intense battle, violence, the cruelty of war, the courage
of the victorious hero’s of the Communist Party.

Thai “Proletariat Literature” which was born among the white tyrant state power during the
year 1950’s to 1970’s reflected to the disgruntled feeling and the stories of fighting of the Thai
working class “proletariat” who were tyrannized by the supreme state power. It aroused the
people in the society to call for their rights and to fight for their better lives. Hence it was banned
and walled by the state power at all time. It was read by narrowly readers and could not be blazed

to the public



This thesis is a comparative study based on research of Chinese-Thai “Proletariat
Literature”. It examines the similarities and differences that arise from comparing the prevailing
social systems, cultures of the nations, religion and faith based on the works of authors in the two
countries during this period. This leads to illustrate the value and impact of these works on the
literary circles of society in both countries.

Through both study and comparison of the development path of Chinese-Thai “Proletariat
Literature”, we can see that even though the literature of both countries is based on clear social
differences, but has a common purpose to reflect the story of the struggle of the oppressed lower
class to the ruling class. Characterized & created in a spirit and love of democracy, patriotism and
fairness. The authors used their work as a tool to call out to the people to stand up and bare for the
great historic mission together.

This thesis uses study analyzes the identification methods and the summarized synthesis.
Emphasizes the effect of the works as example the impact of the ideas promulgated in the
respective societies under their different backgrounds of historical, social, cultural and nation.
This is divided into three chapters as follows:

Chapter 1 Analysis behind the formation and development of “Proletariat Literature” in
China based on the features of specific works typical of each writer.

Chapter 2 Detailed study of the formation and development of “Proletariat Literature” in
Thailand pointing to the specific outstanding contents, special techniques of presentation using the
changes of political circumstances and the creative way of thinking of each author divided into
four important periods.

Chapter 3 Comparison of the similarities and the differences of the compositions such as
the background of the authors, specialties of the characters, opinions on commitment to the

revolution, as well as commentary on the overall techniques and style in the literature.

Keywords : Proletariat Literature , Chinese-Thai comparative , Revolution Theme , Character.
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