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Abstract

Chinese ethics reflect the whole nation’s state of mind. Having formed during the long
term historic development and absorbed constantly splendid content from foreign cultures,
Chinese ethics give expression to a virtue of tolerance and persistence. Due to several
thousand years’ cultural accumulation, the characteristics of Chinese ethics, such as
kindheartedness, harmony and honesty, have already been firmly rooted in the lives of
Chinese people. At the same time, Chinese culture has had great influence on neighboring
countries. Sino-Thai cultural exchange makes Chinese ethics distinct in the Thai-Chinese
community. With this background, Chinese literature written by Thai authors has gained a
distinct feature of Chinese ethics. This essay focuses on THE STORY OF CHINATOWN, a
Chinese novel created by a group of Thai authors, not only to analyze its characteristics of
Chinese ethics, but also to discover the adjustment and harmony of these two different
cultures.

In this essay, Chapter | analyses the background of Sino-Thai culture, as well as the
personalities and experiences of these nine writers. We can clearly discover that Chinese
culture has gained some special characteristics after it entered and existed in the Thai-Chinese
community. Moreover, Chinese ethics have had far-reaching repercussions on literary works
written by Thai-Chinese writers. THE STORY OF CHINATOWN is permeated with Chinese
traditional ideology created by these nine authors.

Chapter Il focuses the discussion on family affection, friendship and love. These nine
writers cooperated perfectly when they described the emotions with refined language and
exquisite writing. The source material of the novel originated from real life. It is so
graphically realistic that readers will feel as if they were present on the scene. The novel gives
readers plenty of food for thought. On the other hand, the description of these three emotions
completely reflects the great influence of Chinese cultures on Thai-Chinese community.
Through the analysis of the various characters in this novel, we can also find the virtue of
Sino-Thai cultures, which is the key point of this chapter, as well as an important part of this
essay.

Chapter 111 analyses the writing methods and means of artistic expression in this novel,
including the plot of the novel, the unique usage of dialect and language, plain description,
the creation of characters’ personalities, therefore, to give a summary on the characteristics
and features of Chinese literature created by Thai-Chinese writers.

Key Word : THE STORY OF CHINATOWN Chinese ethics Sino-Thai cultures
Ethics & morals Adjustment & harmony
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