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Thesis Title A Compatative Study of Zhang Ailing’s Fictional Story,
Love in a Fallen City and Sriburabha’s, Behide the Painting

By Miss Sutinee Wongwattananukul
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Advisor Professor Wang Jianshe
Degree Master of Arts (M.A.)
Major Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Academic Year 2009

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to compare Zhang Ailing’s fiction Love in a fallen city and
Sriburabha’s fiction Behind the Painting. Zhang Ailing is known as one of China’s foremost
contemporary female writer. Sriburabha is a thinker, writer, and journalist of Thailand. Both fictions
express the tragedy of love which is influenced by the different social backgrounds, feudal ethical
codes and traditional idea morals. Although both fictions are tragic fiction, the inception and the
ending of love are very different.

This paper compares and analyzes on the works in the way which is called “Parallel
research” The first chapter focuses on the writers’ bibliographies, their methods of literary creation
ways, and social and cultural impact upon both writers.

The second chapter analyzes and compares the psychology of characters both male and
female, and their attitude to the tragedy of love, which is the main concept in both fictions.

The third chapter focuses on writing styles, the outstanding language, metaphor and
analogy, also the similarities and differences between “Love in a fallen city” and “Behind the
Painting”.

The result shows the social value in realism way of modern and contemporary literature.
Moreover, both love and morality are reflected both fictions. Meanwhile the pattern and special
characteristics of writing also show the two works’ literary value and social meaning in the different

cultural and ethical backgrounds of China and Thailand.

Keywords: Love in a fallen city ; Behind the Painting ; Analyzes and Comparison;

Feudal Society; Tragedy of love
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