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THE WIFE CHARACTERS IN NOVELS OF KRISANA ASOKESIN

Bl HONGYING 616033
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research of the wife characters in novels of Krisana Asokesin aimed to analyze
characteristics and behaviors of wives described in six novels by Krisana Asokesin, including Pleng-
boon; Ba-dan-jai; Mea-luong; Nam-suo-sai; Ra-bum-marn; and Lai-hong. Concepts about the
wife characters were targets of the study.

The research found two types of wives, the first and the minor, in novels studied. Most
of the first wives were beautiful; gentle and polite; approved and admired by the public; high
educated; and worked stable careers. Their principles for life included: money was less important
than love; women were self-reliant; and education generated successes. For the minor wives,
they were beautiful and modern; however, most were not approved or appreciated by the
public. Their education was moderate and worked unstable jobs. Principles for their living were:
money was more important than love and men were necessary resource for women. Regarding
behaviors of the wife characters, it was found that before the marriage the first wives were
considerate and favored their loves; however, after the marriage they would share their
happiness and also grief with their spouses. Once the infidelities were found, most first wives
insisted the divorce. For the minor wives, some tried to challenge the first wives’ patience;
however, some took great care of covering their inferior status.

Relating to concepts about roles of the first wife, it was found that Thai people
considered that taking care of the husband; raising children; sacrificing for the husband; and
sharing duties of the husband were duties of the first wife. For concepts about the minor wives,
Thai people thought that those minor wives mainly aimed for money and were the cause of
infidelity of the husbands. Regarding rights of the wives, most wives were derived of working or
professions and socializing with males. For the fairness between sexes, the wife characters called

for freedoms in working and socializing.

Keywords: Krisana Asokesin, characteristics and behaviors, concepts
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