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LEARNING THAI CULTURE FROM THE CURRICULUM OF THAI COMMUNICATION
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE OF EXCHANGE CHINESE STUDENTS
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FAN CHUNXIA 586078
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research mainly aimed to analyze 1) contents and methods of Chinese
exchange students’ learning of Thai culture in Huachiew Chalermprakiet University
and 2) exploring opinions of Chinese exchange students’ learning of Thai culture from
the curriculum of Thai communication as a second language in Huachiew
Chalermprakiet University by interviewing 6 instructors and 31 Chinese students.

It was found in this study that the 12 courses focused on Thai culture study in
the degree, which have interesting main subjects correlated with course descriptions
and purposes together with appropriate difficulties depending on learners’
requirements, brought about evidently learning and intention of studying for Chinese
students. Moreover, the appropriate variation of course activities, educational
resources, practices and extra activities correlated with cultural knowledge focused
on each course grabs students’ interest which increases learning achievement.
Cultural Knowledge gathered from the courses mentioned above causes the
exchange students to proper usage of Thai language so that they can properly adapt
in multiple situations, for example: learning skills, everyday lives among Thai people
and career employment in Thailand. In additional, the exchange students have an
important role to the cultural exchange, which are counted as a route to stably
develop the relationship between the Kingdom of Thailand and the People’s
Republic of China.

Keywords: Learning, Thai Culture, Chinese Exchange Student
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