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Abstract

This research article aims to analyze the Teochew-ness identity portrayed in the novel Fah
Likhit: From Shantou to Siam, employing a documentary research method based on the literary text.
The findings reveal that the novel presents Teochew-ness identity through five dimensions: 1)
Culinary culture: reflecting meticulousness in selecting ingredients that emphasize natural flavors,
and the use of food as a cultural symbol for auspiciousness; 2) Values: highlighting perseverance,
filial piety, and a deep sense of attachment to the motherland; 3) Traditions and beliefs: rooted in
the practices of praying to deities for offspring, wedding ceremonies embedded with auspicious
meanings, and ancestor remembrance during the Qingming Festival; 4) Language: serving as a
medium to transmit teachings through idioms and proverbs, as well as the naming of descendants
to carry on the family's legacy; and 5) Performing arts: reflected through Teochew opera, a
comprehensive theatrical art that integrates various disciplines to shape the discipline and worldview
of the Teochew people. Furthermore, this research highlights that the Teochew-ness identity
depicted in this novel functions as a spiritual anchor that Thai-Chinese people relied upon for

survival amidst political turmoil.

Keywords : Identity, Teochew-ness, Novel, Fah Likhit, From Shantou to Siam
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