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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the factors influencing the decision of Chinese couples to receive
assisted reproductive technology services in Thailand within socio-cultural contexts. Employing a
qualitative research approach, the research instrument used in this study was an in-depth interview
guideline developed by the researcher in accordance with the research objectives. Data were
collected from 30 key informants who voluntarily participated in the study and were selected
through purposive sampling from private hospitals and private fertility centers in Bangkok. The data
were analyzed through content analysis and presented in a descriptive-analytical form. The findings
revealed four major factors: 1) personal factors, namely reproductive health problems and the desire
to have children; 2) family factors, namely pressure from elders, the value of lineage continuation,
and filial piety toward parents; 3) factors related to the Chinese social context, namely the value
placed on family lineage continuation, policy constraints concerning reproduction, and the values
of younger generations; and 4) factors related to services in Thailand, namely reputation, expertise,
treatment success rates, policy support, and services that facilitate foreign patients. The findings
reflect that the decision of Chinese couples to travel to Thailand to receive assisted reproductive
technology services is not determined by medical factors alone. Rather, it results from the interaction

among personal conditions, family expectations, social and cultural values, and opportunities to
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access cross-border health services. The recommendation of this study is that healthcare institutions
should develop service systems that take into account linguistic differences, cultural differences,
and the family values of Chinese patients in order to appropriately enhance the quality of care for

foreign patients.

Keywords : Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART), Chinese Couples, Cross-border Reproductive

Care (CBRC), Medical Tourism, Socio-cultural Factors
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