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Abstract

With the continuous advancement of the Belt and Road Initiative and deepening China-
Thailand exchanges, the demand for Chinese language learning in Thailand has grown rapidly. Apart
from public schools and commercial tutoring centers, some Chinese-Thai families adopt legalized
homeschooling and hire live-in Chinese tutors to deliver customized, immersive Chinese instruction.
Existing research on Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages (TCSOL) mostly focuses on
formal schools and commercial training institutions, while systematic empirical research on live-in
Chinese teaching within Thai homeschooling remains scarce. This study takes two Chinese-Thai
siblings (11-year-old Maiteng and 13-year-old Maidaeng) from the Lin family in Sai Mai, Bangkok as
research subjects, conducting a one-year longitudinal teaching experiment. Adopting four research
methods including literature review, structured classroom observation, semi-structured interview, and
pre-post test comparative analysis, this paper constructs a live-in Chinese instructional design model
tailored to small-scale informal home education, centering on hierarchical teaching objectives, life-
oriented curriculum arrangement, and integrated multi-method teaching. The model integrates
multimodal instruction, task-based language teaching and differentiated teaching. Data from 14 rounds
of assessments across 12 months demonstrate that the average total score of learners’ comprehensive
Chinese proficiency rose from the baseline 18 to 24.28+4.01. The oral expression subscore increased
from 1.0 to 3.53+0.39, and writing competence improved from 2.0 to 3.184+0.71. Two core learning
barriers—fragmented oral output and simplistic diary-style writing—were substantially alleviated, and
learners’ independent interpretive ability of Chinese food culture, traditional folk customs and other
cultural contents was significantly enhanced. This study proposes the first systematic live-in Chinese
instructional design model under non-formal education context, filling the theoretical gap in research
on home-based overseas Chinese language teaching. Practically, it provides a replicable operational
framework for pre-service training of live-in Chinese tutors in Thailand, Chinese teaching
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implementation for Chinese-Thai families, and policy formulation for non-formal Chinese education of
local educational authorities, with prominent practical and promotional value.
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