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THE REFLECTION OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN THAI VERSION FOLKTALES

OF CHINESE NAXI TRIBE

LI YINGXIAN 616076
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: JANSUDA CHAIPRASERT, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study contents and analyze social and cultural reflections
in folktales, Thai translated version, of Naxi tribes. One hundred and twenty-four folktales
in the collection of Naxi tribes folktales by Mu Lichun were the scope of this study.

The contents of one hundred and twenty-four Naxi tribes folktales by Mu Lichun
could be sorted into ten types, including 1) Pourquoi tales, thirty-three stories; 2) Realistic
tales, twenty-one stories; 3) Wonder tales; sixteen stories; 4) Religious tales, fourteen
stories; 5) Local tales, fourteen stories; 6) Animal tales, twelve stories; 7) Legendary
tales, eight stories; 8) Moral tales, four stories; 9) Jokes, one story.and 10) Ghost Tale, one story.

For social and cultural reflections shown in Naxi tribes folktales, four areas were
found, including 1) ways of life — Naxi tribes lived simple lives among mountains and rivers
depending on the nature; most of them were farmers, hunters, and weavers; they travelled
by foot, sedan chairs, horse, or boats. 2) Values — Naxi tribes were diligent; grateful;
and independent. 3) Beliefs — Naxi tribes believed in Dongba rite and Buddhism;
they also worshipped gods, especially Shu God; Karma was the principle of their conducts;
and reincamation was their basic thought. And 4) Traditions — Naxi tribes major traditions
included ceremonies of maturity; wedding; funeral; and the torch festival. All stated

social and cultural reflections well contributed knowledge and understanding of the Naxi tribes.

Keywords: folktales, Naxi tribes, reflections
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