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ABSTRACT

This research had the purposes to study the history and evolution of kite
playing in Thailand and China and analyze the value of Thai and China’s kite flying
culture by studying from documentation with regards to history, legend, oral history,
belief, rites, and kite playing styles of Thailand and China and presented in
descriptive analysis.

The research found that Thailand and China had long history of Kkite.
According to the ancient record, it believed that China was the first country who
created the kite since Spring and Autumn Period (770-256 BC). Until present, China
has long history of kite over 2,000 years. After that, kite has been so popular that it
has spread to other countries along the trade route including Thailand, located in
Asia.

In additions, the geography of South China was similar to Thailand where the
sky was clear and the wind blew which were appropriated to kite playing. This made
flying kite very popular in many aspects such as being used as war strategy, fortune
telling, paying a vow, commmunication and competition as the leisure outdoor activity.
The kite competition also created the social unity in the community. Thus, producing
kite became high earning career. At the present, flying kite is used in trading as the

symbol of speed.

Keywords: Culture, fly kites in Thailand, fly kites in China, background, development
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