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REFLECTIONS OF THAI SOCIETY IN YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE
AWARDED BY SEVEN BOOK AWARDS DURING 2015-2017

LU YANWEI 606002

MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: THIDA MOSIKARAT, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai society and social problems
and the solutions in young adult literary works awarded by the Seven Book Award
during 2015-2017. Six novels were studied. The findings were reported as a descriptive
analysis.

Relating to reflections of Thai society, the findings covered four aspects,
including 1) ways of life — differences between the upcountry and the city were shown,
such as carriers of people were conformed to their living locations; and general
communication was convenient. 2) Education — the novels presented both cultivation in
families and education in formal schools; however, learning resources were
different between in cities and remote areas. 3) Culture — Buddhist traditions,
beliefs and values were shown, as well as practices of Thai-Chinese people.
And 4) relationship - both the positive and the negative relationships between
people in many levels, societies; families; communities; and friends, were reflected.

For social problems and solutions, three aspects were presented, including
1) family problems, which could be solved by members of the family; understandings,
attentions, and closed relationships between husbands and wives, parents and
children were emphasized. 2) Social problems, which unity; hard working; and natural
conservation were suggested as the solutions. 3) The unrest in neighboring countries,
which attentions from governmental administration were required for solving the

problems, also tolerances of local people were needed.

Keywords: reflections, young adult literary works, Thai social problems
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